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Director's field notes

A love letter to five Sky Island gems
Some of the highest levels of biodiversity in the world. Over half the bird species 
in North America. Among the most remote lands in the southwestern U.S. and 
northwestern Mexico.

These are a few reasons why we love the Madrean Sky Islands. The region woos 
just about anyone who visits these 55 mountain “islands” separated by desert and 
grassland “seas.”

Picking just five locations for our love letter proved challenging. But our team 
hopes these gems will further ignite your passion for conserving the region’s 
wildlife, protecting water, and connecting more people to this special place.

https://skyislandalliance.org/22invierno/


1. Southern Galiuro Mountains
Looking for solitude? The southern Galiuro Mountains may be your diamond in the rough. Its wilder-
ness spans over 76,000 acres and has an extensive trail network. Road access is poor, so only 
well-prepared travelers venture to the pine forests on its highest peaks.

Top: Our volunteers installed ponds and erosion control structures in the southern Galiuro Mountains to increase water absorp-
tion and support plant growth. 

2. San Rafael Valley
One of the last undeveloped places left in the borderlands, the San Rafael Valley is one of the few sites 
in Arizona where the border wall has not been built. These native prairie grasslands attract a large 
number of bird species and serve as home for wildlife like the protected Sonoran tiger salamander and 
playful North American porcupine. 

Bottom Left: Most of the valley consists of private ranches with a state-protected natural area at its center; Bottom Right: Our 
Border Wildlife Study photographed this American kestrel in flight. 



3. La Sierra del Tigre
This mountain range soaring to nearly 8,000 
feet in northeastern Sonora, Mexico is part 
of the Sierra Madre. La Sierra del Tigre 
includes numerous ecosystems, from low-
level grasslands to pine forests at the 
highest elevations. Rivers and springs sus-
tain thousands of species including bobcat, 
Mexican prairie dog, and bald eagle. 

Top: Springs Specialist Ángel Garcia photographed this 
spring flanked by aspen trees as part of his thesis work 
in La Sierra del Tigre. 

4. Huachuca Mountains
Bordering the U.S. and Mexico, this gem rises 
to a staggering 9,466 feet at Miller Peak. Can-
yons and spring-fed streams on the east side 
provide a moist, cool environment cherished 
by hikers, migratory birds, and water-loving 
sycamores and maples. 

Middle: A bear and cub photographed by a wildlife 
camera in the Huachucas. Jaguar and ocelot have also 
been spotted here.

5. Aravaipa Canyon Preserve
Towering cliffs, deep canyons, and a creek 
that flows year-round are just a few of the 
delights of Aravaipa Canyon Preserve. Man-
aged by The Nature Conservancy, this 
9,000-acre gem also boasts Arizona's most 
intact native fishery. You can drive to the 
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness trailhead, but 
deeper exploration requires a permit. 

Bottom: Aravaipa Creek flows year-round. Our volun-
teers show their love for Aravaipa by replacing invasive 
vinca with native plants.



Love that lasts 
You love the Sky Islands … and you want them to be 
thriving for future generations? Contact Development 
Director Amy Amoroso at amy@skyislandalliance.org 
or 520-624-7080 to learn how easy it is to include Sky 
Island Alliance in your will or estate plans.

Make time for romance
Volunteers are the beating heart of our conservation 
efforts. We cater to a broad range of interests, physical 
abilities, and skills. Learn how you can make a differ-
ence in 2022 at: skyislandalliance.org/volunteer

About Sky Island Alliance
Sky Island Alliance is a regional conservation nonprofit 
that protects and restores the diversity of life and 
lands in the Sky Island region of the U.S. and Mexico. 
We’re working to ensure the Sky Islands are a place 
where nature thrives, open space and clean water are 
available to all, and people are connected to the region 
and its innate ability to enrich our lives.

Sky Island Alliance is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization. Tax ID #86-0796748

Contact us
PO Box 41165
Tucson, AZ 85717 
siainfo@skyislandalliance.org
520-624-7080

Follow us

skyislandalliance.org

Grab your official Sky Island Alliance 
gear and help protect wildlife at: 
bonfire.com/store/sky-island-alliance

Shop to help save wildlife

https://skyislandalliance.org/get-involved/volunteer/
https://skyislandalliance.org
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